[Secondary plastic surgical reconstruction in severely burned patients].
Secondary reconstruction following severe burn trauma has improved markedly over the last few decades using all aspects of modern plastic surgery. In surgical reconstruction of burns, it is essential to design comprehensive, clear-cut, and long-term treatment plans. Good patient compliance and thorough follow-ups are imperative regarding the extent of scar and contracture formation, regularly requiring multiple-step surgery. Each treatment site will have to be evaluated separately, taking into account adequate surgical and conservative measures (the "reconstructive ladder"). Aiming at realistic and satisfactory results, surgery does not suffice alone in treating severely burned patients but also requires a well coordinated and seasoned team of occupational and physical therapists, psychologists, and plastic surgeons.